BANOS PROJECT


For the school year, 2009-10, Stephanie Eley is in Banos, Tungurahua, Ecuador.  She is implementing arts education into the English Language Curriculum.

Escuela Sagrado Corazon, a private Catholic school, is beginning its first year as a ‘colegio’ or high school. The school will roll out sequential grade levels for the next four years until a full high school is developed.  There are thirteen (four girls, nine boys) eighth grade Spanish speaking students with a total enrollment of approximately 250.  The mission of the colegio is to find alternative ways to teach the language, using the arts as a major component.  The school and parents are committed to allowing music, dance, theatre and visual arts to impact the learning process.

There are seven English classes per week in the school schedule, 2 back to back periods on Monday, 2 on Wednesday and 3 on Friday.  They also have math, social studies, science, technology, Spanish grammar and one day of French.
Banos is a city of approximately 20,000 with a large international tourist base.  Sitting high in the Andes, 6,500’ above sea level and in the middle of the country, it boasts an outdoor lifestyle which brings visitors from around the world.  The active volcano, Tungurahua, is one of the main attractions, occasionally belching ash and steam, tumbling roars and nighttime fire displays. The Amazon, being nearby, provides jungle experiences, numerous waterfalls and an appreciation for conservation, ecology and sustainable living.

With so many multiple language speaking visitors, English is the common language for most foreigners.  The school recognizes English as a world language and believes their children need to be prepared for educational challenges on a global level.

