Conflict Resolution/Violence Prevention
Understanding the difference between conflict / dispute and how to find mutually satisfying solutions is a natural social occurrence.  Discovering underlying factors and negotiation techniques lead directly to problem solving, team building, cooperation and personal responsibility.  

NYS ELA Learning Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4; NYS Standards in the Arts: 1, 2, 3, 4; Social Studies Standards: 1, 2, 5; Blueprint Strands: Art Making and Developing Literacy.
Through sequential workshops in drama, dance, music and visual arts, participants will focus on the power of choices, win-win solutions, following rules, taking direction, listening, building confidence in communication and self-esteem.  

Examples

Drama:  

· “Taxi” The student picks a cab driver who picks up a fare.  Some of the customers they pick up speak different languages, don’t have enough money, or the customer tells the driver where to go, and the driver goes the wrong way… it is up to the student to problem solve, reinforcing the theme conflict resolution through drama.

· “Countdown” 25 students sit in a circle and count down from 25 to 1 in sequence.  A student says a number that is his or her turn.  If a student says more than one number they start over.  If two students say a number at the same time they start over.  The goal is to go from 25 to 1 while following the rules.  This reinforces listening, following rules and group behavior.

Visual arts:

· Murals

· Puppets

· Collage

· Photography

Thematic choices on issues of conflict may be introduced and resolutions depicted through the compositions.  The hands on will reinforce working together, sharing ideas, problem solving and decision making.

Dance:

· Ballroom

· Hip-hop

· Modern/creative

· Cultural
Interpersonal skills, social behaviors and cultural awareness partnered with body control, spatial awareness, musicality/rhythm, and urban issues to understand differences and appreciate communication through dance (body language), respect of personal space and of some one elses’.

Music:

· Percussion

· Voice

· Piano

Rhythm, lyrics and musical composition used to reinforce working together to produce one melody, the blending of harmonies and the culture from which certain music comes.

Material introduced which relates to conflict & resolution; ex: West Side Story to Gospel.

This can be offered during school, after school, weekend, vacation breaks and summer.  Workshops would be 45 minutes, 1 hour or up to 3 hours, depending on the program design.  Recommended residency: Minimum of 15 visits up to year long.
