Promoting Respect for Multicultural Diversity
Music, dance and visual arts will be used to explore histories, geographic locations and traditions to world cultures, which enjoy the celebration of diversity.  

ELA Learning Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4; Performance Standards in the Arts: 1, 2, 3, 4; Social Studies Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Blueprint Strands:  All
Teaching tolerance, developing respect for other cultures and making connections with real world issues are critical in today’s society and world market.  Questioning and re-framing the world inside and outside the classroom, should begin with the youngest student and go into adulthood sustaining cultural awareness, building communities, promoting inter-group harmony and reducing violence.  Education of other cultures strengthens the students’ ability to develop awareness and appreciate world rhythms, dances, the spoken word and visual art forms.  NYC has a vast wealth of cultures and cultural institutions which students and parents can explore together.  These workshops will give the students hands on experience resulting with performance opportunities or trips to cultural institutions.  In learning rituals and habits of different cultures the student owns understanding and respect for others as well knowledge of world geography.
Artists will introduce students to the following and tie them directly to social studies:

· dance (African, Afro-Caribbean, Ballroom, Chinese, Flamenco, Pan Asian), 

· percussion/music (African, Brazilian, Caribbean, Esoteric, Latin), 

· visual arts (murals, mixed media, tile, clay, sculpture, paper machie, collecting, masks, soft puppets, shadow puppets), 

· theatre (improvisation, role playing, theatre games, community and current events)

This can be offered during school, after school, weekend, vacation breaks and summer.  Workshops would be 45 minutes, 1 hour or up to 3 hours, depending on the program design.  Recommended residency:  10-20 visits
