Thematic Projects

The school’s administration and faculty will choose a theme which will reflect a need on a specific grade level.  Projects will require research as its core component.  Any discipline may be used.  

ELA Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4; Performance Standards in the Arts:  1, 2, 3, 4; Social Studies Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Math, Science and Technology Standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Blueprint Strands:  All

Theme projects are research driven and will have a set amount of expectations.  The expectations would be broken into phases.  The first phase, possibly 2-3 workshops, would be planning the project, research, gathering information, and collaborating in choosing the material. The second phase, a longer series of workshops, would be to implement the chosen work in a series of workshops that are process oriented and systemic.  The third stage would be preparing for the presentation and the presentation. 

Let’s say the theme is water.  From that the student will pick a topic(s) to develop:  fresh water varieties, salt water varieties, shorelines, reefs, aquariums, deep sea, tide, El Nino, tsunami, pollution, the moon and it’s effect… the list can be endless.  Using the researched subject matter, the integration of an art activity would begin.  The project would be driven through the research and shared communication on desired outcome.

Other examples
Visual Arts—Murals, banners, quilts, puppets, collage, sculpture, 2 dimensional works  

· Social Studies—Visualize your family, school, neighborhood, community, world  
· Science/Environment—Life cycles (plants & seasons), solar system, ocean, human body, recycling

· Math—Calculate, measure, design

Theatre Arts—Playwriting, acting, directing, technical design

· Social Studies—create socially relevant works which speak to current events

Dance—Modern, Ballroom (Salsa, Mambo, Cha Cha, Fox Trot, Tango, Swing, Jive), African, Afro-Caribbean, Flamenco

· Social Studies—the origin of the style of dance: Asia, Africa, China, Latin America, Native America

· Science—the anatomy, kinetic energy, space, shape; Nutrition and staying healthy

· Literacy—finding dance terms, applying the movement, sequencing, finding personal space, respecting others’ space; telling the story through movement

Technology—using video, digital, 35 mm and point & shoot cameras to tell the story  
Understanding parts of the camera, respecting the camera, light source, image, point of view, landscape vs. portrait, the story in a picture, photo journalism with descriptive captions
· Collage

· Year book

· Public Service Announcements (PSA)

· Documentary

· Shorts
The workshops could during school workshops, or after school workshops.   Workshops would be 45 minutes, 1 hour or up to 3 hours, depending on the program design.  Evening, weekend, vacation and summer programming would flourish, ideally, a full year residency.
